
 

Volunteer Newsletter, Christmas

Welcome to the Christmas edition. In addition to 
of smuggling at Pagham, Pete Hughes reflects on his time 
Atkinson looks back on 3 years of the EU Life Little Tern Project, we have details of the 2016 Volunteer Engagement 
Survey, your Editor finally gets to the end of his Scottish trip a
And it’s that time of year again, so I must wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a successful New Year. And of course, 
to thank you for your commitment over the past year.
Roger Johnson (Editor) 
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• North Coast 500 (Part 4) 

Volunteer and Staff News 

A huge thank you to all of you who completed the Volunteer Engagement Survey (VES2016). More about it later in the 

newsletter but for now suffice it to say that I do feel very proud to be part of this wonderful team of volunteers

Since the last Newsletter, Steve Webster has joined us as Site Manager and Pete Hughes has left for pastures new. Jan 

Atkinson will be leaving us at the end of the year.

We now have a total of 106 Volunteers here at Pagham Harbour and Medmerry covering more than 170 roles (many of 

you do two or more roles so thanks again.) This does not include Education or WEX volunteers who are separately 

assigned. In the six months to the end of Sep

than 20% up on last year. This is equivalent to more than 3

simply could not do all that we do to make the reserves th

• Fond farewells – Jan Atkinson

 
I can’t believe that once again I have received the request from Roger to write my farewell for the volunteer 

newsletter! I can only say that I have had another wond

and staff I feel I can call friends. It is a privilege to have the opportunity to use my professional skills and 

experience in an ever evolving role which feels vital in connecting the community to t

 

The little tern project is only a part of my position at Pagham and Medmerry but the success we have seen this 

year as a team regarding this project is something I am extremely proud to have been a part of since 2014. 
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In addition to all the usual features, Peter Barker continues to tell us about the history 
, Pete Hughes reflects on his time with RSPB and gives us an insight on his Cyprus trip, Jan 

Atkinson looks back on 3 years of the EU Life Little Tern Project, we have details of the 2016 Volunteer Engagement 
o the end of his Scottish trip and our new Site Manager introduces himself.

And it’s that time of year again, so I must wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a successful New Year. And of course, 
to thank you for your commitment over the past year. 
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Introducing our new Site Manager 

VES 2016 (Volunteer Engagement Survey) 

Pagham Harbour & the Smugglers of Sussex (Part 2) 

 

A huge thank you to all of you who completed the Volunteer Engagement Survey (VES2016). More about it later in the 

I do feel very proud to be part of this wonderful team of volunteers

Since the last Newsletter, Steve Webster has joined us as Site Manager and Pete Hughes has left for pastures new. Jan 

Atkinson will be leaving us at the end of the year. 

Volunteers here at Pagham Harbour and Medmerry covering more than 170 roles (many of 

you do two or more roles so thanks again.) This does not include Education or WEX volunteers who are separately 

assigned. In the six months to the end of September you contributed more than 3900 hours of volunteering which is 

st year. This is equivalent to more than 3 full time positions and without your invaluable contribution we 

to make the reserves the wonderful places that they are for visitors

Jan Atkinson 

I can’t believe that once again I have received the request from Roger to write my farewell for the volunteer 

I can only say that I have had another wonderful season supported by an amazing group of volunteers 

It is a privilege to have the opportunity to use my professional skills and 

experience in an ever evolving role which feels vital in connecting the community to their local environment.  

The little tern project is only a part of my position at Pagham and Medmerry but the success we have seen this 

year as a team regarding this project is something I am extremely proud to have been a part of since 2014. 
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Volunteers here at Pagham Harbour and Medmerry covering more than 170 roles (many of 

you do two or more roles so thanks again.) This does not include Education or WEX volunteers who are separately 
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thout your invaluable contribution we 

e wonderful places that they are for visitors and wildlife. 

I can’t believe that once again I have received the request from Roger to write my farewell for the volunteer 

erful season supported by an amazing group of volunteers 

It is a privilege to have the opportunity to use my professional skills and 

heir local environment.   

The little tern project is only a part of my position at Pagham and Medmerry but the success we have seen this 

year as a team regarding this project is something I am extremely proud to have been a part of since 2014.  



Thank you so much for all of your support, warmth and friendship, regardless of what happens next season I will 

not forget this precious period in my work life. 

so I’m sure I will get to say goodbye before I leave at the end of December 

 

 

• Steve Webster – Introducing our new Site Manager

November 14
th
 saw a new face arrive at the Visitor Centre as Steve Webster started as the new Site Manager for 

both Pagham Harbour and Medmerry reserve

predominantly in the southern counties. His interest in wildlife began around the age of eight, becoming a member 

of the Young Ornithologist’s Club, the junior branch of the RSPB and forerunner

fourteen he started volunteering at Broadwater Lake, near Godalming, carrying out wildfowl counts and practical 

habitat management. By seventeen, and disillusioned by A levels, he took the brave decision to return all his 

books to college on a Friday afternoon and start on a Youth Training Scheme in Countryside Management on the 

Monday morning. This led to three years at Merrist Wood College, studying for his Diploma in Countryside 

Recreation and undertaking work experience pl

Wildlife Trust. After leaving college he returned to the YTS as Senior Countryside Instructor for a couple of years 

before getting his first Countryside Ranger position with the Royal Borough of Win

years passed before a telephone call out of the blue, asking if he wanted to apply for his “dream job”, Manager of 

the Sussex Wildlife Trust’s visitor centre and reserve at Woods Mill.

transferred over to become a Reserve’s Officer for 27 of the Trust’s sites, including Ferry field at Pagham ! 

Another three and half years flew by before Steve moved house and job, back to Surrey, to become the 

Countryside Ranger for Frensham Pond

Thirteen years in this role saw Steve managing a very challenging site, with visitor numbers on a good day 

exceeding  2-3,000. It is from this role that Steve now joins the RSPB.

Steve says, “I have vivid memories of standing on the North Wall at Pagham, aged about ten, in a howling gale 

and horizontal rain examining the beak serrations on a deceased Brent goose. It was an outing organised by the 

Surrey Junior Zoological Society, based in Shalford, 

out here for the fun of it?” Obviously Steve’s own wildlife experiences and subsequent employment are testament 

to the fact that he now gets huge satisfaction from working with both people and wildl

“Pagham Harbour is such an iconic site for bird watching”, says Steve,” and with the addition of Medmerry, the 

Manhood peninsula provides established and developing sites of national importance to birds and other wildlife. I 

feel honoured that the RSPB have chosen me to play a part in safeguarding these sites for the future. I look 

forward to making the acquaintance of as many of the volunteers as I can over the next few months.”

so much for all of your support, warmth and friendship, regardless of what happens next season I will 

not forget this precious period in my work life. However, it’s not over till the fat lady sings and I haven’t sung yet, 

bye before I leave at the end of December ☺  Jan  
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the Sussex Wildlife Trust’s visitor centre and reserve at Woods Mill. After six and a half years, his skills were 

ransferred over to become a Reserve’s Officer for 27 of the Trust’s sites, including Ferry field at Pagham ! 

Another three and half years flew by before Steve moved house and job, back to Surrey, to become the 

Countryside Ranger for Frensham Pond and Common (see the photos below) for Waverley Borough Council. 

Thirteen years in this role saw Steve managing a very challenging site, with visitor numbers on a good day 

3,000. It is from this role that Steve now joins the RSPB. 

e vivid memories of standing on the North Wall at Pagham, aged about ten, in a howling gale 

and horizontal rain examining the beak serrations on a deceased Brent goose. It was an outing organised by the 

Surrey Junior Zoological Society, based in Shalford, and I can remember thinking that surely people don’t come 
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• Volunteer Engagement Survey (VES) 2016  

Again, thank you for not only completing the survey but also for your generally positive responses. It was very 
encouraging both for the South Eastern Region and for Pagham and Medmerry in particular to see that we are 
doing so many things right.  

 
(For those of you who aren’t aware, the survey contains just 12 questions which respondents are asked to agree 
or disagree with. A score is then calculated on the basis of giving 2 for strongly agree, 1 for agree, 0 for neutral or 
no opinion, -1 for disagree and -2 for strongly agree. The score are then totalled and averaged giving a possible 
range from -2 to +2.)  

 
Here are some of the highlights: 
 
First for South Eastern Region 
- SER had the highest response rate across the Regions at 42% (The target is 40% and Pagham achieved 

44%) 
- The overall score for SER was 1.17 (1.15 is the generally accepted minimum score for a “great” organisation) 
- SER had 3 Reserves (Wealden Heath, Pagham/Medmerry and Dungeness) in the national top 10 based upon 

their scores. 
 

Now for Pagham and Medmerry 

- With a satisfaction rating of 1.33, we are placed 4
th
 nationally 

- We showed an increase in all questions (most significantly on the opportunity for developing and leaning new 
skills) 

- Our score increased by 0.31 since 2015, the highest increase in the United Kingdom 
 

Here is a breakdown of our results 

 

 2015 2016 Change 

I understand what is expected of me in my volunteering role 1.45 1.59 0.14 

I’ve got what I need to do my role properly 1.09 1.41 0.32 

As an RSPB volunteer I regularly get the chance to do what I do best 0.82 1.15 0.33 

I have recently received recognition and appreciation for work I have done well 0.85 1.19 0.34 

The person who manages my volunteering shows a sincere interest in me as a 
person 

1.14 1.52 0.38 

At the RSPB, there is someone who encourages me to develop my skills  0.38 0.96 0.58 

People listen to, and value, my suggestions 0.81 1.15 0.34 

The RSPB’s mission makes me feel my volunteering role matters 1.05 1.27 0.22 

The people I work with are committed to doing a good job 1.52 1.77 0.25 

The people I work with are friendly towards me 1.67 1.81 0.14 

My volunteering role makes the most of my skills 0.67 0.96 0.29 

Within the last year, I have had the chance to learn new things 0.86 1.15 0.29 
VES overall mean 1.02 1.33 0.31 

 

While we have done very well, we are not complacent and will be working hard to improve those things where we 

scored lower. If you have any specific issues, do please take them up with your line manager. And don’t forget, 

we do have e-learning modules you can use if you want to improve skills in a specific area 

Pagham Harbour & The Smugglers of Sussex - Part 2  

A notoriously violent band of smugglers known as the Hawkhurst Gang operated all along the Sussex Coast and as far 

west as Dorset from 1735 to 1749. They were known as masters of sadism, torture and murder with their reputation 

preceding them wherever they went. Originating from Hawkshurst in Kent they travelled widely and would frequently meet 

up to organise and plan in such notorious hostelries as the Mermaid Inn at Rye, the Dog & Partridge in Slindon, the White 

Hart at Rowlands Castle and the Red Lion at Rake. By intimidating the local population and the smaller gangs they were 

able to control pretty much all the smuggling in the area. It is said that when they entered an inn they would sit at tables 

with loaded weapons ready to shoot anybody that they took a dislike to in an instant. 



Smuggling was very important to the British economy. The smuggler’s distribution of contraband to shopkkepers, 

apothecaries, grocers, innkeepers and tradesmen was highly organised. It was big business and needed large amounts of 

manpower to operate. Because of the intimidation rendered by the gangs, many small villages had most, if not all, of the 

male inhabitants working for the smugglers as

in money or contraband. This was a financial lifeline to many as fishing or working the land were not well paid. If violence 

was not involved, these so-called runners were not co

punishment was swift. Some villagers went missing and were never seen again.

Smuggling was well and truly on the increase and our own Duke of Richmond was very much against the practice. He 

campaigned desperately to bring the gangs to justice. He was well aware that his local community in and around 

Goodwood were being severely compromised by the gangs and put pressure on the Privy Council to

practice. He was fighting a losing battle when so many in high places concluded that the common folk did not consider 

smuggling to be a crime. That was a view shared by some in the upper classes. As an example, the Prime Minister Robert 

Walpole had so called “Dark Cargos” of wine smuggled from

home. 

Poorer folk felt that they had every right to avoid paying duty on their purchases when their earnings were so low and so 

looked more kindly on the smugglers than the revenue men. If a l

revenue men (or even if the gang believed they had) it meant certain retribution in the form of severe beating or murder. 

The gangs were made up of vicious thugs with very quick tempers and twitchy trigger 

romantic notion of smugglers as happy go lucky fellows just after an easy way to make a few extra shillings but that could 

hardly be further from the truth. In reality these people were hardened criminals and ill tempered vicio

In the early 1740’s one Jeremiah Curtis joined up with the Hawkhurst gang. He was a violent, vicious and spiteful man 

from Hastings and became one of the gang’s most brutal members. Curtis was the prime instigator of the whipping and 

beating to death of Richard Hawkins. Hawkins was a farm labourer from Walberton who the gang suspected of finding 

hidden contraband and stealing two bags of tea (a bag of tea was approximately 50lbs). Hawkins was take to the Dog and 

Partridge where he was whipped and beaten to death. His body was then chained and dumped, by the gang in the pond 

at Parham Park 

(Text: Peter Barker – to be continued) 
 

Reserve News 
 
We do have a very interesting programme of ev
 

• Sunday 1
st
 January – New Years Day Guided Walk 

• Saturday 21
st
 January – Birdwatching for Beginners 

• Sunday 29
th
 January – Someone to Guide You 

• Saturday 11
th
 February – Wildlife Photography Workshop 

• Sunday 19
th
 February – Discover Pagham Harbour (North) 

• Sunday 19
th
 February -  Someone to Guide You 

 
And we will have our usual half term activities for the Wild Families too
 

Smuggling was very important to the British economy. The smuggler’s distribution of contraband to shopkkepers, 

epers and tradesmen was highly organised. It was big business and needed large amounts of 

manpower to operate. Because of the intimidation rendered by the gangs, many small villages had most, if not all, of the 

male inhabitants working for the smugglers as “runners”. The villagers were scared to refuse their help but they were paid 

in money or contraband. This was a financial lifeline to many as fishing or working the land were not well paid. If violence 

called runners were not considered criminals. If anyone dared to cross the gang the 

punishment was swift. Some villagers went missing and were never seen again. 

Smuggling was well and truly on the increase and our own Duke of Richmond was very much against the practice. He 

aigned desperately to bring the gangs to justice. He was well aware that his local community in and around 

Goodwood were being severely compromised by the gangs and put pressure on the Privy Council to

tle when so many in high places concluded that the common folk did not consider 

smuggling to be a crime. That was a view shared by some in the upper classes. As an example, the Prime Minister Robert 

Walpole had so called “Dark Cargos” of wine smuggled from France for personal and political entertainment at his country 

Poorer folk felt that they had every right to avoid paying duty on their purchases when their earnings were so low and so 

looked more kindly on the smugglers than the revenue men. If a law abiding person did give any information to the 

revenue men (or even if the gang believed they had) it meant certain retribution in the form of severe beating or murder. 

The gangs were made up of vicious thugs with very quick tempers and twitchy trigger fingers. Today we may have a 

romantic notion of smugglers as happy go lucky fellows just after an easy way to make a few extra shillings but that could 

hardly be further from the truth. In reality these people were hardened criminals and ill tempered vicio

In the early 1740’s one Jeremiah Curtis joined up with the Hawkhurst gang. He was a violent, vicious and spiteful man 

from Hastings and became one of the gang’s most brutal members. Curtis was the prime instigator of the whipping and 

death of Richard Hawkins. Hawkins was a farm labourer from Walberton who the gang suspected of finding 

hidden contraband and stealing two bags of tea (a bag of tea was approximately 50lbs). Hawkins was take to the Dog and 

d beaten to death. His body was then chained and dumped, by the gang in the pond 

programme of events planned over the next two months 

ew Years Day Guided Walk – 10.00 AM Meet at the Visitor Centre

Birdwatching for Beginners – 10.00 AM at the Visitor Centre 

Someone to Guide You – Drop In Event at Ferry Pool Hide 11.00AM to 2.00PM

Wildlife Photography Workshop – 8.30 AM at Visitor Centre (all day event)

Discover Pagham Harbour (North) – 10.00 Meet at Visitor Centre

Someone to Guide You – Drop In Event at Ferry Pool Hide 11.0

And we will have our usual half term activities for the Wild Families too 

Smuggling was very important to the British economy. The smuggler’s distribution of contraband to shopkkepers, 

epers and tradesmen was highly organised. It was big business and needed large amounts of 

manpower to operate. Because of the intimidation rendered by the gangs, many small villages had most, if not all, of the 

“runners”. The villagers were scared to refuse their help but they were paid 

in money or contraband. This was a financial lifeline to many as fishing or working the land were not well paid. If violence 

nsidered criminals. If anyone dared to cross the gang the 

 

Smuggling was well and truly on the increase and our own Duke of Richmond was very much against the practice. He 

aigned desperately to bring the gangs to justice. He was well aware that his local community in and around 

Goodwood were being severely compromised by the gangs and put pressure on the Privy Council to try to curb the 

tle when so many in high places concluded that the common folk did not consider 

smuggling to be a crime. That was a view shared by some in the upper classes. As an example, the Prime Minister Robert 

France for personal and political entertainment at his country 

Poorer folk felt that they had every right to avoid paying duty on their purchases when their earnings were so low and so 

aw abiding person did give any information to the 

revenue men (or even if the gang believed they had) it meant certain retribution in the form of severe beating or murder. 

fingers. Today we may have a 

romantic notion of smugglers as happy go lucky fellows just after an easy way to make a few extra shillings but that could 

hardly be further from the truth. In reality these people were hardened criminals and ill tempered vicious killers. 

In the early 1740’s one Jeremiah Curtis joined up with the Hawkhurst gang. He was a violent, vicious and spiteful man 

from Hastings and became one of the gang’s most brutal members. Curtis was the prime instigator of the whipping and 

death of Richard Hawkins. Hawkins was a farm labourer from Walberton who the gang suspected of finding 

hidden contraband and stealing two bags of tea (a bag of tea was approximately 50lbs). Hawkins was take to the Dog and 

d beaten to death. His body was then chained and dumped, by the gang in the pond 

10.00 AM Meet at the Visitor Centre 

Drop In Event at Ferry Pool Hide 11.00AM to 2.00PM 

8.30 AM at Visitor Centre (all day event) 

10.00 Meet at Visitor Centre 

Drop In Event at Ferry Pool Hide 11.00AM to 2.00PM 



I told you last time that we had received planning permission for the changes to the Discovery Area. Since then our plans 
for the Visitor Centre Works have also been approved. The presentation in the Visitor Centre has been updated so do 
have a look next time you’re in. We plan to start the work in the Discovery Area in February. 

 
The new raised pond by the Visitor Centre is already proving very popular with the birds so do check that out next time 

you are around. We will soon be planting the pond too so that will encourage more invertebrates. 

And a note to remind you that the Visitor Centre will be closed from 24
th
 to 27

th
 December. The reserve though is open of 

course in case you fancy walking off all that turkey and Christmas pud! 
 

Creating a New Wetland in Cyprus 
 
How do you end up in a Cyprus reedbed for a month? 

RSPB are a formal partner in the Akrotiri Marsh Restoration Project. The project is managed by Birdlife Cyprus, with 

RSPB supplying know-how and advice. The project team were looking for someone with wetland management experience 

to oversee the contractors whilst they were on site and suggest solutions to any unforeseen problems that came up. 

That’s where I came in! 

The overall plan was to reinstate several hundred metres of ditches, install three water control dams, create a ‘wader 

scrape’ and dig a series of pools within an overgrown reedbed. There would also be improvements to visitor access and 

two new hides overlooking the pools and scrape. In four weeks we achieved all the main outcomes in that phase of the 

project, which was immensely satisfying – the pictures, taken by a drone flown over the site on my last day there, shows 

one of the reinstated ditches and a series of pools which will soon be overlooked by a new hide.  

  

It was an incredibly interesting site to work at, and located on a vitally important spot in the Eastern Mediterranean for 

thousands of migrating birds – overhead were Red-footed Falcons, Bee-eaters, Red-throated Pipits and Honey Buzzards 

heading south, whilst the reedbed itself was occupied by Bluethroats, Moustached Warblers and Penduline Tits.    

My role was made much easier due a to very good project coordinator working for Birdlife Cyprus, a very skilled machine 

driver and the fact that the site was very dry, but it was great to be able to contribute to the progress of some really good 

habitat creation work and share my knowledge with Birdlife Cyprus staff. Now they just need some rain... 

More information and more photos can be found at www.akrotirimarsh.org  

I have greatly enjoyed working with you and the other brilliant volunteers at Pagham and Medmerry, and I’m sure the 

team will go from strength to strength. I will of course be not too far away, and most likely drop in from time to time when 

birding in the area  

(Text and photos – Pete Hughes) 

Wildlife News 
 
The mild autumn period has led to a very slow build up of winter waders and wildfowl. The small numbers of Brent Geese 

have been particularly noticeable with a flock of less than 500 over the last month. With the changing weather, Wigeon 

and Teal are very prevalent around the reserve at present. 



There have been regular sightings of some unusual winter visitors. Up to two Long Tailed Duck have been present in the 

harbour and offshore for more than a month, the first sightings for several years. Recently, small numbers of Velvet 

Scoter have been reported offshore. Other interesting sightings have included a Spoonbill and Black Necked Grebe. 

Going under most people’s radar have been a couple of Egyptian Geese which leave the harbour at dawn. A possible 

first winter Caspian Gull has been evoking some discussion. 

 

          Spoonbill     Brent Geese   Long Tailed Duck 

Down on Pagham Spit there have been large concentrations of waders at high tide, Redshank, Grey Plover, Knot and 

Dunlin. Over on Ferry Pool there have been regular sightings of Green Sandpiper, Black Tailed Godwit and Lapwing. 

Medmerry has seen Black Redstart on the sea defence rocks, along with Stonechat, Rock Pipit and Meadow Pipit. 

There are up to 300 roosting Grey Plover along with lesser numbers of Dunlin, Knot, Turnstone and Ringed Plover. 

 

      Black Redstart    Rock Pipit   Waders at Pagham Spit 

With night time temperatures dropping, mothing has been rather limited but some have still been drawn to the light around 

the building including the aptly named Winter Moth and Mottled Umber. The bright weather recently has given us some 

stunning sunsets so I’ll leave you with a couple of Ivan’s photos to cheer you up these long winter nights. 

 

  Medmerry    Winter Moth           Ferry Pool 

(Photos Ivan Lang and Andrew House) 

Breeding Seabirds in 2016 

After the successes in two consecutive years it seemed as if things were improving for the fortunes of these little seabirds. 

however with a significant change to their environment would they breed at all on the site this year?  



The breaching of the spit over the winter 2015-16 had significantly changed the 

topography creating what was in appearance an isolated island at the eastern end 

of the Church Norton Spit. However in reality it had connected the island to the 

Pagham Spit allowing  very easy access at Low Tide. A chilly and grey March 

meant that first Terns were a week later than last year. The weather improved in 

April and May and people flooded on to the new Island just at the time the terns 

were prospecting for nest sites.  

The birds then moved in to the harbour and finally settled on Tern Island along 

with the other tern species and Black Headed Gulls. Once the critical period over 

June had passed with no activity from the local fox the birds started to fledge and 

the colony achieved a very satisfactory 11 fledged young leading to a productivity of 0.85/pair. With successes in 2014 

and 2015 it the first time the colony has achieved three years more than 0.7 fledglings/pair.  The first reports of Little Tern 

arriving back in the harbour were on 21st April when two birds were observed. This was a week later than in 2015. 

Comparing the earliest arrival dates recorded at Pagham over the last 30 years, the middle of April does seem to be a 

fairly consistent arrival date. However, the trend seems to be that birds are arriving earlier. 2016 birds were late in to the 

harbour and reports from many of other sites was that they were arriving later than expected and in lower numbers.  

Over the rest of the month there were only a handful of reports from the Harbour although on 26
th
 April there were 27 

birds reported from Church Norton and 22 a few days later at Medmerry. The first survey on Tern Island was carried out 

on 12
th
 May which located 16 Black Headed Gull nests but only 5 adult Little Tern. Surveys through May on the 19

th
,20

th
 

and 24
th
 recorded up to 17 birds mainly around Tern Island with 4-5 birds drifting around the spit with only a single pair 

actually displaying. Surprisingly Common Tern numbers were exceptionally low and they started their first nesting 

attempts later than the Little Tern. At this stage it was apparent that there seemed to be few fish being brought in and 

many adults were spending a lot of time fishing sometimes taking far in excess of 10 dives to catch anything which may 

have resulted in the reduction of displaying behaviour early on. On 27
th
 May the 

first nest was located on Tern Island and by 11
th
 June 9 nests were located on the 

Island, with little or no activity around any of the new shingle areas on the spit. 

After trialling the GPS on the nest location last year this was also carried out this 

year and in conjunction with the trail camera the history of the nests could be 

tracked a little more accurately. The maps clearly showed that the birds would all 

nest in the cleared shingle and avoid the areas that were vegetated. One issue 

with the terns all nesting on the island was to make monitoring the progress of the 

colony more difficult because there was no vantage point to observe the colony to 

locate nests and access to the colony was limited to low tides at suitable time of the day.  After the failure of colonies in 

Langstone and Chichester Harbour the number over Tern Island had increased to 28 by the end of the month but there 

were only two additional nests located in that period. From the concentration of nests located and the lack of adults 

persisting on site there seemed to be no second attempts by resident birds and as in the past where birds failing 

elsewhere would try again at Pagham there was limited evidence that a significant number re-nested at Pagham. Food 

supply did seem to be an issue in other locations but as the weather warmed up 

the number of fish being brought in seemed to be good, the only observation I 

could make is that there was a high percentage of silver fish and not so many 

sand eels and when sand eels were brought in they looked too large for young 

chicks. 

After locating two Sandwich Nests on Tern Island and knowing one was predated 

with the other only having one egg it was a surprise to see three fledged young 

early in July. The only explanation was they nested on New Island. A visit out 

there on 15
th
 July proved the case with 6 nests of various species indicating this 

was a distinct area that could be worked on to improved it for nesting birds. Incredibly the first fledglings were observed on 

4
th
 July the same date as in 2015. These first fledglings were a bit of a surprise as they were observed down in the new 

delta area of the breach and Church Norton Spit. A number of surveys of the spit revealed no obvious activity from little 

terns since a pair were displaying in May. However the flight ability of the three fledged birds would indicate that they 

would have been unable to come from Tern Island so must have bred on the spit or the newly formed island on the north 

of the breach. The first observed fledgling from Tern Island was on 8
th
 July and by 18

th
 July 6 fledglings were recorded 



over Tern Island with two nests still present on the island. By now there was an increasing presence of birds moving in 

from other sites as Common and Sandwich Tern numbers had reach in excess of a hundred.  

This post breeding gathering continued to increase over the period up to end of July with peak numbers reported on the 

24
th
 and 25

th
 July with a conservative estimate of 500 Common, 200 Sandwich and 50 Little Tern, even a couple of 

Black Tern joined the flock. Little Tern numbers peaked at 65 on the 27
th
 July, indicating a considerable movement of 

birds southwards over this period. during this period up to 5 pairs of Common Tern and 2 Pairs of Little Tern were 

evidently still feeding young and on 7
th
 August,  2 almost fledged Little Tern were 

being fed on the strandline and were located later that day during  a survey. The 

same day was the last significant record of adults/juveniles in the harbour with 20. 

Over the next few weeks very few records were received and the last birds were 

reported from the harbour on 28
th
 August the same date as in 2015. Over the latter 

half of August there was still activity around Tern Island from a number of pairs of 

Common Tern and Black Headed Gull with both fledging their last chicks on 21
st
 

August. 

The Little Tern season had been very successful and some of this success was observed with other shorebirds as well. 

The Common Tern on Tern Island despite arriving late, most were successful with their first broods with 15 young fledge 

making it one of the best years for productivity at Pagham. Oystercatcher fledged 2 from 17 pairs and Ringed Plover 

also fledged 10 from 14 pairs. Black Headed Gulls also had the most successful since they colonised the site with 59 

pairs rearing 58 young and to complete the trio of terns, Sandwich Tern nested and successfully reared 3 Chicks from 

three Pairs. 

(Text and photos Ivan Lang) 

 

North Coast 500 (Part 4) 
 
It was early evening when I arrived in Strathpeffer and settled in to the Highland Hotel, once owned by the Highland 

Railway, which stands above the town with views of Ben Wyvis to the rear. I was staying here for 3 days so settled in for 

an early night. Strathpeffer was once an important spa town and the old spa still stands. The branch line from Dingwall is 

now long gone but the old station is preserved and houses a museum, a cafe and a couple of small businesses.  

Some of you will know that I have a love for railways and the Kyle Line (from Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh) is one of the 

most spectacular in the UK (some would say the world). My personal preference is for the West Highland Line from 

Glasgow to Mallaig but being so close to Dingwall it seemed too good an opportunity to miss. So a bus to Dingwall and I 

was aboard the Scotrail service heading towards Skye. On both sides of the line we passed lochs, fast flowing salmon 

streams and snow topped mountains. Truly memorable! Kyle is really only a stopping off point for Skye so I decided to 

leave the train at Plockton, a picturesque village on the shores of Loch Carron. After a superb seafood lunch at the 

Plockton Inn, there was still time for a boat trip on the Loch and a brief visit to the Plockton Brewery before retracing my 

steps. And I wasn’t driving today so I could indulge just a little! 

 

 

   Strathpeffer Station     Plockton 



 

The following day I did take the car as I headed first for the Rogie Falls on the Blackwater just a few miles outside 

Strathpeffer on the road to Garve. There were several signposted walks and some spectacular views of the crashing 

water.  

Continuing with my railway love affair, I drove the route of the Far North Line (that’s the one from Inverness to Wick and 

Thurso) which took me out via Garve, Tain and Ardgay to reach Lairg. I stopped off at each of the stations to take some 

photos but I’ll not bore you with them. (Mind if you share my passion let me know and I’ll be happy to share some photos!) 

Because the railway does not cross the Dornoch Firth, the trip involves a long detour. Invershin and Culrain stations are 

just a few hundred yards apart on either side of the Shin River. There is now a footbridge across the river at the same 

point so I couldn’t help wondering just how long will there be two stations! Just a little further along are the Falls of Shin, 

There was once a very impressive visitor centre there but it was destroyed by fire in 2013 and in spite of ambitious plans 

to re-establish one, the whole site is not just deserted but desolate. My final stop before heading back to Strathpeffer was 

in Lairg where I found a beautiful restaurant on the banks of Loch Shin. Lairg is often called the Crossroads of the North 

as it is the meeting point for 4 main roads, the A836 from Tain to John o’ Groats, the A838 to Tongue, the A839 from 

Golspie to Rosehall and the B864 to Invershin.  

 

  Rogie Falls         Invershin Viaduct       Pictish Tablet 

             (station at either end)                            (Milton of Cadbole) 
My final day was spent exploring the Pictish Trail including the Seaboard Villages. The Seaboard Villages are 3 small, 

once busy, fishing villages which face East onto the Moray Firth. From the South they are Shandwick, Balintore and Hilton 

of Cadbole. The Picts were once the dominant force in North and East Scotland and many finds around Dornoch and Tain 

suggest this was the centre of their power. Part of the trip took me to Nigg Bay RSPB Reserve, a vast mudflat on the 

Cromarty Firth. Spectacularly beautiful but rather overshadowed by the nearby petrochemical works! My final stop before 

retracing my steps to Inverness station was to the Tarbat Heritage Centre which is housed in a fine old church and 

contains possibly the largest collection of Pictish relics. It is situated high above the picturesque fishing village of 

Portmahonack.  

So that was it – a wonderful holiday! I was so enthusiastic on my return that I convinced two more of our volunteers to 

retrace my steps. Next year I’m off to Orkney for a week and then staying 3 days in Kinlochbervie giving me another 

chance to visit Handa and Cape Wrath and maybe even the Summer Isles. If you don’t want me to ramble on about that, 

then why not tell me of your holiday experience so I can share that instead? 

(Text and photos: Roger Johnson) 

 


